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the proud satisfaction of seeing the scientific world flocking to its dfiors 
to learn wisdom. Our government has already given enough money to 
scientific work in botany and agriculture to have shown great results if 
lightly directed" but the results have mainly been a few padded “ re- 
ports of aimless experiments and meaningless lists and centennial 
“ d,8 plays.” Periodical “ reports,” gotten up with the sole idea of having 
every one so many pages long, or with the inspiring thought that it is so 
roany pages longer than the last one, and " displays/’ express the whole 
esire and appreciation of our government with respect to scientific 
work. It is not the fault of our brethren who have the good fortune to 

government ” scientists, for they are good men and anxious to do 
good work. But there is a factor in the whole organization of such 
scientific work which is fatal to good results, necessarily so; and that 
is, that every position is filled and every position held by that hob- 
18°“^.f political influence.” When they who hold the appointing 
power use it to fill scientific positions for political reasons, it is hardly 
1 ely that any “ science” that the world will hear of will be the result. 

half of the attaches in such “ centers of workare not so much mere 
rubbish in the way of the other half who have the ability to work, we 

in m * 8 ^ a ^ en > although * e may have the proportion wrong. 

ur P^ ea > then, is for politics to be banished,along with the “ rubbish ” re* 
erred to, reports not demanded until there is something to report, the 
s ow business” given over to perfectly capable but less scientific hands, 
and the specialist thus be given leisure to do work that will be a credit 
to himself and the government that is paying for it. 


OPEN LETTERS. 


White flowered Linum perenne. 

„ . , e instances are very numerous in which species both of animals 

|Jl y*te.which exist in the colder regions of British America and on 


,1 * caisl in ine coiaer regions <m duupu ***— —- 

1 ra nnntains of Europe are common also to the elevated jxirtions of 

and it was therefore with peculiar interest that I recognized 

'White-flowered form of Linum perenne. stated by Prof. Jis. Ma- 

1 ' Hln v . . . 1 _ j n_ JLam a form 


P.fMlr* f , -/-- V4VU tut III Ul UIUUIU stfttcd by i ^ ' 

t l 'P* Lb) to be characteristic of James Bav and Hudson Bay, a form 
com! 6 m ^ elf niet with in Colorado. The ’ '- r r "*“"**“ ,fl 

common in Colorad 

"jute°f meW • 1 ^ ower variety, witn aeeper oiue pe 
bnn^i 10r T 18 aiso alpine, I only mot with it on one uccaoivu, *“~ 

i'ne betwe -11 Montrose and Gunnison counties. It would be 

aln?nl tln ? t0 learn whether this variety exists at all m the northern or 

ai Pme regions of Europe. * Theo. D. A. Cockerell. 

tYcsl fli-fir n 1 _ 1 . * 


n with in Co!ora(io. The typical rorm ui u. ^ 

ado at about 8,000 feet, but above 9,000 its place is token 
wer variety, with deeper blue petals, anil, althougu the 
0 alpine, I onlv met with it on one oceusron, near t a 
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Buchloe dactyloidcs. 

since Nut tall, in 1818. wrote of it, Buchloe dadyhid * Ei 
recognized as one of the best iorage grasses of the plains. 
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merly vast herds of buffalo, and at present the herds and flocks of the 
western stockman, obtain from it a great part of their winter’s food. 
The reason of this lies in the fact that in the mature plant, as found in 
autumn and winter, the solid culms and stolons, together with the leaves, 
are perfect store houses of food materials. Every parenchyma cell is 
packed with starch grains. Buchloe, when ripe, furnishes more nutri¬ 
ment, considering the size of the plant, than almost any other grass. 
Lincoln, Neb.' Jared G. Smith. 


Color variation in flowers of Delphinium. 

The dwarf larkspur, Delphinium tricorne Michx., is a common plant 
in many parts of the Mississippi valley, and is the only one, so far as I 
know, growing in the immediate vicinity of St. Louis. It is well marked 
by its cluster of tuberous thickened roots, the three pistils to each 
flower, and smooth seeds. The flowers are usually blue, and our manuals 
say occasionally white; but till this spring I did not see any of the white 
forms. Early this spring a great deal of it was found on the rocky lime¬ 
stone bluffs at Glencoe, Mo., appearing somewhat earlier than the blue 
form. Some weeks later I had occasion to collect in the region of Bluff 
Lake, well known to local botanists for the number of interesting 
phtenogams found there. Not only did I find large numbers of the 
white-flowered form, but a beautiful purple-flowered form. This form 
was found, along with the blue and white forms, in rich woods. Mr. 
Letterman, who has closely observed this species for many years aLAl¬ 
len ton, Mio., says the white form is not uncommon. For several years.1 
IIKV6 also observed Delphinium asureum Michx. at La Crosse, Wis. It 
common on silicious soils.'*’ The flowers of this species are usually skj- 
blue or whitish, according to descriptions. So far I have not found 3 
single blue-flowered form at La Crosse. The flowers were always white 
or greenish white, very much like the white form of Delphinium Income- 

St. Lends, Mo. ""“T,. H. Pa MM EL. 


c uni l E N T LIT E R A T U RE. 


American Geraniums * 1 

Our Geraniums have not been revised since Torrey 
about 50 years ago. In the memoir before us Dr. T release has presented, 

W \ til Ilia 1 1 O Mill _1 « ... m II htlt 


_oir beiore us Ur. T release ' 

With his usual completeness, not only descriptions of all our species, u 
same biological notes concerning them, their pollination, disseminatioD, 
etc. Of the genus Geranium we have 10 native species; Erodiumh** > 

Limnanthes 4, among which is a new species (L. Macounii) from Van* 

couver Liana; Floerkea 1; Oxalis 13, with a new species (0.Suksdortu) 
rom Oregon. Iteeems that Elliott’s O. recurva ranges north into l0 > 
Indiana, etc., having been taken for a large form ot 0. corniculata, van 

Jtncta (0. stricta of the Manual). With the 2 species of Impatient w 
have thus 34 native Geraniums. The author’s biological notes concern* 
ing these various species are full of interest, but too detailed for pr 0 !* 

presentation in this review. 


Soc 1 Nu ^ v' American Geraniace®. From the MemoilS 

ooc. x>at. Hist, n, p p . /1-103, with 4 plates. [Issued January, 18*8.] 
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